chapter twenty-one

21:1 And I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth passed away, and there is no longer any sea.  {kai, (cc)--ei=don (viaa--1s)--ouvrano,j (n-am-s)--kaino,j (a--am-s) recently made, new in quality, opposed to palaios, old, antiquated--kai, (cc)--gh/ (n-af-s)--kaino,j (a--af-s)--ga,r (cs)--prw/toj (a-onm-s) first, earlier, former--o` ouvrano,j (n-nm-s)--kai, (cc)--h` prw/toj (a-onf-s)--gh/ (n-nf-s)--avpe,rcomai (viaa--3p) to go away, to depart--kai, (cc)--h` qa,lassa (n-nf-s)—ouv (qn)--eivmi, (vipa--3s)--e;ti (ab) yet, still}

21:2 And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, made ready as a bride adorned for her husband.  {kai, (cc)--ei=don (viaa--1s)--h` po,lij (n-af-s)--h` a[gioj (a--af-s)--~Ieroso,luma (n-af-s)--kaino,j (a--af-s)--katabai,nw (vppaaf-s) descending, coming down—evk (pg)--o` ouvrano,j (n-gm-s)--avpo, (pg)--o` qeo,j (n-gm-s)--e`toima,zw (vprpaf-s) having been made ready, prepared--w`j (cs)--nu,mfh (n-af-s)--kosme,w (vprpaf-s) to put in harmonious order, to adorn, arrange, make attractive--o`. avnh,r (n-dm-s)  man, husband--auvto,j (npgf3s)}

Exposition vs. 1-2

1. John continues to emphasize the content of his visions as he continues with the usual phrase and I saw, which begins the next increment of revelation.

2. He does not provide any detail with respect to how or when the new heaven and the new earth came into existence, only that he saw them.

3. This is not a new teaching in the Word of God, which has consistently envisioned a new heaven and a new earth that will replace the current world in which we live.  Isa. 65:17, 66:22; IIPet. 3:10-13; Rev. 21:2

4. This present creation is subject to a curse (Gen. 3:17; Rom. 8:20) and governed by certain scientific laws that result in a course of gradual degradation.  Heb. 1:10-12

5. The believer is exhorted to keep before him at all times the fact that this present world (along with the cosmic inhabitants) is not permanent, is perpetually in a state of flux, and is in the process of passing away.  ICor. 7:31; IJn. 2:17

6. Many of the things that people pursue in this current world are less than worthless, since many times the pursuit of various things (happiness, fame, wealth, etc.) blinds the believer to the critical importance of Bible doctrine and its application.

7. The conjunction ga,r (gar—for) introduces us to the reason for the new creation, which is related to the destruction of the old.

8. John does not provide any information with respect to how the original creation will be destroyed, but Peter indicates that it is the result of intense heat.  IIPet. 3:10

9. He also provides very little information with respect to the character of the new heaven and the new earth, but enough is said to indicate that it is unique.

10. The new heaven and the new earth should not be understood as a simple renovation of the old creation, but an entirely new situation that will have tremendous qualitative differences.

11. Although Caird and Heide suggest that this is not an ex nihilo creation but a transformation of the existing world, the language does not allow for a restoration, it demands a new creation.

12. John does note that the new earth differs from the original earth in that there is no longer any sea, which indicates that the new earth will apparently be composed of one large landmass.

13. The fact that there is no more sea has caused some to look for figurative interpretations and symbolic meanings in the term sea.

14. However, this is not some “symbol for evil”, but a declaration that land will dominate the new creation and the sea becomes unnecessary.

15. There is a possiblity that the seas may not have existed prior to the fall of Satan, which resulted in the first watery cataclysm that innundated the earth.  Gen. 1:1-2

16. The second watery cataclysm resulted in further change to the topography of the earth as the breaking of the fountains of the deep brought more water to the surface, resulting in the present relationship between land and seas.  Gen. 7:11-12

17. The lack of any sea may well suggest a return to the pre-fall order, a restoration of the state in which the earth was originally created.

18. As John ponders the new creation, his attention is arrested by the descent of a glorious city called the New Jerusalem.

19. He first describes the city as holy, which denotes something set apart to God, something completely separate from that which is common or profane.

20. The new universe, with the premier city being the New Jerusalem, will never suffer from the issues raised by sin; it will remain holy and perfect forever.  Rev. 21:27

21. This should be understood as being in sharp contrast with the old Jerusalem, which has been described in this book as Sodom and Egypt.  Rev. 11:8

22. John describes the city in terms of a descent from Heaven, which indicates that the city was built there and will find its final location on the new earth.

23. The verb e`toima,zw (hetoimazo—prepared) is actually a perfect passive participle, indicating that it had been prepared at some time in the past by an outside agent.

24. That agent was none other than the Lord Jesus Christ, Who has fulfilled what He promised His disciples when He stated that He was leaving them to prepare a place for them.  Jn. 14:2

25. As we saw in the wedding feast, it was quite common for the prospective groom to remain apart from his betrothed for some time to prepare their future residence.

26. As we will see from the description that is recorded later in this chapter, Jesus Christ is a master builder, capable of creating an awe-inspiring home for His bride.

27. Following the Bema seat, the Church is returned to Heaven with the Lord, where we actually spend the next seven years in the New Jerusalem.  

28. The New Jerusalem remains in the third Heaven for the duration of Daniel's 70th week and the Millennium, and is brought forth here at the time of the new creation.

29. The city is described as being prepared as a bride adorned for her husband, which is designed to communicate that it is breathtakingly beautiful.

30. This is somewhat of a summary description of the city, which John will further describe in great detail later in this chapter.

21:3 And I heard a loud voice from the throne, saying, "Behold, the tabernacle of God is among men, and He shall dwell among them, and they shall be His peoples, and God Himself shall be among them,  {kai, (cc)--avkou,w (viaa--1s)--fwnh, (n-gf-s)--me,gaj (a--gf-s)—evk (pg)--o` qro,noj (n-gm-s)--le,gw (vppagf-s)--ivdou, (qs)--h` skhnh, (n-nf-s) tent, tabernacle--o` qeo,j (n-gm-s)--meta, (pg)--o` a;nqrwpoj (n-gm-p) the men, mankind--kai, (cc)--skhno,w (vifa--3s) lit. to live in a tent, fig. to take up residence with someone, to live with them--meta, (pg)--auvto,j (npgm3p)--kai, (cc)--auvto,j (npnm3p)--lao,j (n-nm-p) note plural--auvto,j (npgm3s)--eivmi, (vifd--3p)--kai, (cc)--auvto,j (npnm3s)  He, Himself--o` qeo,j (n-nm-s)--meta, (pg)--auvto,j (npgm3p)--eivmi, (vifd--3s)}

21:4 and He shall wipe away every tear from their eyes; and there shall no longer be any death; there shall no longer be any mourning, or crying, or pain; the first things have passed away."  {kai, (cc)--evxalei,fw (vifa--3s) eliminate, erase, wipe away--pa/j (a--an-s)--da,kruon (n-an-s)—evk (pg)--o` ovfqalmo,j (n-gm-p)--auvto,j (npgm3p)--kai, (cc)--o` qa,natoj (n-nm-s)—ouv (qn)--eivmi, (vifd--3s)--e;ti (ab) yet, still, no longer--ou;te (cc)--pe,nqoj (n-nn-s) outward expression of sorrow, mourning, lamentation--ou;te (cc)—kraugh, (n-nf-s) 6X, an uproar, a clamor, the cry of one in distress--ou;te (cc)--po,noj (n-nm-s) 4X, hard exhausting work, the distress produced by difficult work or circumstances—ouv (qn)--eivmi, (vifd--3s)--e;ti (ab)--Îo[tiÐ (cs)--to. prw/toj (aponn-p)--avpe,rcomai (viaa--3p)}
Exposition vs. 3-4

1. As John is observing the magnificent sight of the new heaven, the new earth, and the new Jerusalem descending into its place, he hears a loud voice from the throne.
2. This is the second time in this book that a loud voice has come directly from the throne, and it is not explicitly identified on either occasion.  Rev. 19:5

3. In our passage, it does not appear to the be voice of God since the speaker uses the third person singular pronoun to describe the situation.

4. Further, verse 5 makes it plain that when the One sitting on the throne begins speaking, John is aware of it.  

5. Since the voice is not identified, it should be clear that the speaker is not the important thing in this passage; the important thing is the message.

6. The message is obviously important as indicated by the fact that the voice is loud, designed to make certain that all that need to hear can and do hear.

7. In fact, there have been at least 19 different occasions in this book when a loud voice was used to communicate.

8. There has been little doubt that many Old Testament concepts, passages, and allusions have been present throughout the book of Revelation.

9. One cannot effectively understand many portions of this book apart from familiarity with the contents of the Old Testament.

10. This most important announcement is introduced by the interjection ivdou, (idou—behold), which is designed to focus the reader’s attention on what is about to be said.

11. The voice announces the fact that God has now determined to permanently establish His visible dwelling place with mankind.

12. There can be little doubt that the promises made to the Jews at Sinai with respect to their relationship with God are now being perfected.  Lev. 26:11-12; Ezek. 37:27

13. As we know, the Mosaic Covenant was not successful due to the negative volition of the Jews and their failures under the Mosaic Law.

14. Although they failed miserably and came under the Divine discipline aspects of the covenant, Daniel made it quite clear that God had been faithful to the particulars of the covenant and had dealt with the nation as He had said he would.  Dan. 9:11

15. The Hebrew verb !k;v' (shakhan) means to settle down, abide in a place, or dwell, while the cognate noun !K'v.imi (mishkan) denotes the dwelling place.

16. In the Old Testament this noun is used to denote the tabernacle as the visible dwelling place of God among the Jews.

17. In the LXX, the Greek term skhnh, (skene—tent, tabernacle) is used extensively to translate the Hebrew noun tabernacle.
18. At the completion of the tabernacle God gave visible expression to His essence as a cloud of glory descended on the tent.  Ex. 40:34-35

19. This demonstrated that God was not only personally present in the tabernacle, but that this was the place where His people could meet and commune with Him.

20. Here, we observe the final and perfect fulfillment of the promises of God with respect to dwelling among His people and the access/communion that they can enjoy with Him.

21. In the gospel of John, the same language is used to denote the fact that the eternal God had chosen to dwell among His people in the Incarnation.  Jn. 1:14

22. Those that were positive could see the glory of God in the person of His Son (albeit in a veiled fashion); however, those in the eternal state will observe the undimmed glory of God in the permanent dwelling place.  ICor. 13:12

23. Although the first announcement is translated in the present tense (elided eimi), the phrases that follow are all recorded in the future tense to draw attention to the prophetic nature of this critical statement.

24. Rather than having a relationship from a distance, God in Heaven and His people on earth, God will make His permanent dwelling place among them.

25. The next statement expands on this basic idea as it declares that He will dwell with them, using the verb skhno,w (skenoo—to tent, to dwell, to live) to convey that reality.

26. In both of the first two clauses, the preposition meta. (meta—with) is used with the genitive case to denote a place with someone, being among them, or accompanying them in close association.

27. The rest of verse 3 expands upon this concept as it states that they will be His peoples, using the plural form of lao,j (laos—people).

28. While there is a textual issue with this term, the plural reading is slightly preferred here and expands on the Old Testament references to a singular people of God.  Lev. 26:12; Ezek. 37:27

29. The plural here would reach beyond the Jews to encompass the various peoples that are have received salvation as a result of the worldwide impact of the gospel.

30. While some have suggested that this verse denotes that all ethnic, racial, and national divisions will be eliminated in eternity, the plural actually suggests the opposite.

31. We would not argue that this verse fulfills the promise of Jesus Christ in John 10:16 with respect to the issue of one flock; however, this does not mandate a uniform, homogeneous humanity, with all physical distinctions eliminated.

32. In fact, later in this chapter we will find a reference to kings and nations, which tends to indicate that all these distinctions continue to exist in some fashion.  Rev. 21:24,26

33. Perhaps the distinctions only exist so that we can more readily identify one another?

34. The final part of verse 3 closes with the emphatic prophecy that God Himself will be with/among/ fellowshipping with them.

35. This is in stark contrast to the lives that His people lived on planet earth, where they only saw through a glass dimly and were limited to walking by faith.  ICor. 13:12; Rom. 1:17; Heb. 10:38
36. In time, the believer will be confronted with all manner of tests, common human problems (CHPs), temptations, attacks, etc., which have the possibility of undermining his faith.
37. The challenge in this world is to maintain your integrity, no matter what paths others may choose and no matter what discouragement may come.
38. The believer must keep before him that the Word of God is alive and powerful, capable of accomplishing all that God sends it forth to do.  Isa. 55:11
39. In that day, we will no longer have to rely on faith; we will live with God face to face.  ICor. 13:13
40. This great promise is followed in verse 4 with a listing of the benefits that will accrue to the people of God in the eternal state.
41. The benefits focus on the perfect, uninterrupted happiness and peace that will be the lot of God’s people for all eternity.
42. While we are in this life we are confronted with certain perplexities (Gen. 42:24), grief (Gen. 23:2), sorrows (Gen. 21:16), mental, emotional, and spiritual pain (Job 2:12), causing us to groan in this present world.  Rom. 8:22-23
43. Some of these things come from the source of ourselves based on our own sin nature, shortcomings, sins, failures, and the like.  Rom. 7:24
44. Many other forms of pain and suffering come to us based on the actions of others (believers and unbelievers alike), as they pursue courses in life that are truly incompatible with doctrine.  Rom. 9:1-3 (unbelievers); Phil. 3:18 (believers); IPet. 3:19 (unfair masters)
45. Both of the Corinthian epistles must be understood against the backdrop of the suffering which came upon Paul through the immaturity of the Corinthians and their persistent STA activity.  ICor. 1:10-11, 3:1-4, 4:18-19, 5:1f, 6:1ff, 11:27-30; IICor. 2:1-4
46. The first promise in verse 4 is designed to be quite personal in nature and focuses on the fact that God’s people do have things that plagued them and caused them to shed tears.
47. There are various kinds of things that cause us to experience the emotional devastation that results in tears; crying can be the result of suffering, sorrow, shame, anger, bitterness, injustice, disappointment, discouragement, and regret. 
48. The verb evxalei,fw (exaleipho—wipe) is used five times in the New Testament, and has the nuance of wipe away, destroy, or obliterate something. 

49. This indicates that all traces of earthly pain, sorrow, regret, and suffering will be completely eliminated by God, just as a father consoles a child.

50. The use of pa/j (pas) with an anarthrous substantive is correctly translated as every tear by the New American Standard.
51. This is the first eschatological benefit listed here and the cessation of weeping and mourning is something that was anticipated by the Old Testament prophets.  Isa. 25:8, 35:10, 65:19
52. One should not lose sight of the fact that this is a very personal scene, which results from the personal presence of God with each individual believer and the removal of the sin nature.
53. John continues to note that the very sources of sorrow are going to be removed by God, beginning with the primary source of sorrow—spiritual death.
54. Physical death is a direct consequence of sin, the introduction of the STA, and spiritual death, which has been the ongoing lot of the human race since the fall of Adam.  Gen. 2:16-17; Rom. 5:12
55. Death always involves a separation of some type and the eternal state will be a time in which there is no longer any sort of separation from God or from other believers.  
56. The next three items are introduced somewhat separately and deal with the circumstances that caused overt reactions of sorrow, pain, loss, etc.
57. The first item that follows deals with the concept of overt displays of sorrow, outward signs of grief or mourning that one expresses due to suffering or loss.  Rev. 18:7-8
58. The second term is the Greek word kraugh. (krauge), which denotes a loud outcry or clamor and is used of those that are in extreme distress.  Heb. 5:7
59. The final term po,noj (ponos—pain) first indicates the labor or toil that produces stress, it then comes to mean affliction, distress, or misery caused by hard or difficult circumstances.

60. It should be clear that this promise is designed to underscore the fact that the people of God (at least those that recognize the issues of the angelic conflict and function according to doctrine) have experienced their share of these things during the course of their earthly lives.

61. The eternal promise is that they will never be subjected to the types of difficulties that prompted these painful emotional responses.

62. The final portion of verse 4 contains a minor textual issue, which involves the presence or lack of the conjunction o[ti (hoti), which would introduce an explanation.
63. The term was likely not in the original and was probably inserted by a scribe to further clarify the reason that all these things are no longer an issue for those in the eternal state.
64. As the NET translators have recognized, the passage is quite comprehensible without the conjunction and is perhaps intentionally terse in order to emphasize the atmosphere of solemnity.
65. The Greek term ta. prw/ta (ta prota—the first things) encompasses the original heaven and earth, Satan and his demons, and the mortal body, which was contaminated with sin and its results.
66. The verb avpe,rcomai (aperchomai) literally means to go from, go away, or depart; while it is used in a number of ways in the Bible, in this context it has the nuance of ceasing to exist.
67. The first heaven and the first earth have ceased to exist as they were spoken out of existence and superseded by a superior situation.
68. The first creation was subjected to a curse and was materially affected by the introduction of sin into the universe.  Gen. 3:17
69. The new heaven and the new earth will never experience that unfortunate reality since sin will not and cannot be introduced again. 
Doctrine of Suffering
21:5 And He who sits on the throne said, "Behold, I am making all things new." And He said, "Write, for these words are faithful and true."  {kai, (cc)--ei=pon (viaa--3s)--o` (dnms+) ka,qhmai (vppnnm-s)--evpi, (pd)--o` (ddms)--qro,noj (n-dm-s)--ivdou, (qs)--kaino,j (a--an-p) emphatic position--poie,w (vipa--1s)--pa/j (ap-an-p)--kai, (cc)--le,gw (vipa--3s)--gra,fw (vmaa--2s)--o[ti (cc) because, for--ou-toj (a-dnm-p)--o` lo,goj (n-nm-p)--pisto,j (a--nm-p)--kai, (cc)--avlhqino,j (a--nm-p)--eivmi, (vipa--3p)}

21:6 And He said to me, "It is done.  I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. I will give to the one who thirsts from the spring of the water of life without cost.  {kai, (cc)--ei=pon (viaa--3s)--evgw, (npd-1s)--gi,nomai (vira--3p) lit. they have become, finished, completed--evgw, (npn-1s)  ÎeivmiÐ (vipa--1s)--to. a;lfa (n-nn-s)--kai, (cc)--to. +W (n-nn-s)--h` avrch, (n-nf-s)--kai, (cc)--to. te,loj (n-nn-s)--evgw, (npn-1s)--o` (ddms+) diya,w (vppadm-s) to be thirsty, to suffer thirst--di,dwmi (vifa--1s)—evk (pg)--h` phgh, (n-gf-s)—to. u[dwr (n-gn-s)--h` zwh, (n-gf-s)--dwrea,n (ab) a gift, what is bestowed freely, without payment, gratis}

Exposition vs. 5-6

1. Verse 5 begins with the direct statement that indicates that that God Himself will make all things new.
2. The first things have passed away because God has created a new heaven and a new earth  
3. Stulmacher calls this verse the centerpiece of the first 8 verses of this chapter since it both encourages the faithful regarding God’s power and faithfulness, and warns the weak about the spiritual future.
4. This is the first time since the very beginning of this book that God the Father is explicitly identified as the speaker.  Rev. 1:8
5. There have been a number of unidentified voices that have proceeded from the throne and from the temple, but none were clearly identified as God Himself.  
6. The likely reason the Father is so identified has to do with the sovereign will of God in acts of creation, which has been given as the reason for the existence of all things.  Rev. 4:11
7. Just as the Divine decrees included an original creation as part of God’s sovereign will, even so they contain the promise of a new creation that will supersede the old.
8. The solemn statement is introduced as the statement in verse 3, employing the interjection ivdou, (idou-behold, look, pay attention).
9. The message is not addressed to John personally, but is to be viewed as a universal announcement to anyone and everyone that hears it.
10. This promise is the one to which Peter alluded in his second epistle as he indicated that we are looking for a new heavens and a new earth in which righteousness dwells.  IIPet. 3:13
11. Again, what is promised to Israel (and will certainly be fulfilled in the Millennium) is expanded here to point to the ultimate fulfillment of a new creation for all God’s people.  Isa. 43:18-21
12. It is interesting to note that when these pronouncements are made, they are recorded in the present tense to add a sense of vividness to the comments.  Rev. 21:3,5
13. If one were to categorize the present tense here, it would likely be considered as a mostly future present, which is one that has already begun but will be completed in the future.
14. In one sense God has already begun making things new as seen in the statement about believers being a new creature in Christ.  IICor. 5:17
15. It is clear that God has not fully perfected His work of making all things new since we still await the promise of the new heavens and the new earth.  IIPet. 3:13
16. However, He has made it plain that the present order is in the process of passing away and will be superseded by a new order of His creation.  ICor. 2:6, 7:31; IJn. 2:17
17. Therefore, God has already begun the process through which the darkness is passing away, and will be replaced by the true light that is already shining.  IJn. 2:8
18. At some point in the future, God will complete His program and all things will be made new.
19. This new regime (which has existed eternally with God) will result in all believers being one flock under the Father and the Son.  Jn. 10:16
20. They will reside in a new universe, which can never become old, that is characterized by principles of righteousness, love, joy, peace, and an absence of sin and death.  Rev. 21:4
21. The unbounded joys of the eternal state will transcend anything with which we are currently familiar, as all believers will reside in a state of spiritual and physical perfection.
22. All believers will have intimate fellowship with God and with each other that will thoroughly surpass anything we have known in this life.
23. The first relationship that God established is also the closest human relationship of RM/RW, which will be transcended by a universal love and unity that makes such a relationship obsolete.  Gen. 2:23-24; Matt. 22:30
24. Since the highest and closest of human relationships will become unnecessary, all lesser things that people think are so important will also be superseded by a situation that completely superior in every way.
25. The Father continues to speak, as He addresses John explicitly and commands him to write, for these words are faithful and true.
26. This is the second of the three statements regarding the absolute truthfulness and veracity of the individual prophecies (as well as the book as a whole).  Rev. 19:9, 22:6
27. As we pointed out in the introduction to this book, John has been recording (or not recording if he was commanded not to do so) this information on the spot.  Rev. 1:11,19, 10:4, 14:13, 19:9
28. There is nothing to suggest that John was not immediately compliant and obeyed the commands to write or not write when they were given.
29. The reason for recording these specific promises (in context, it should be limited to verse 3ff) is that the words John has heard are faithful and true.
30. The first adjective pisto,j (pistos—faithful) is used of people to denote individuals that are trustworthy, faithful, or reliable.

31. In the context of statements, it denotes those things in which one can readily repose faith and confidence, words that can be trusted without question.

32. The second adjective avlhqino,j (alethinos—true) is used of persons that are characterized by integrity and dependability; it is used of one that is genuine, whose internal character corresponds to his external profession, as opposed to one that is fake, counterfeit, simulated, or pretended.

33. God indicates that all that has been said here with respect to the glories of the eternal state and the lot of those that live there can be taken at face value.

34. However, if one does not have any confidence in God’s word with respect to the original creation, why would he have any confidence in this statement about God’s future creative work?

35. In verse 6 the Father continues to speak to John, announcing that they have become, which is the translation of the single verb gi,nomai (ginomai—to become).

36. The form here is a perfect active indicative, which indicates a past action with existing results, while the indicative mood is the one of reality.

37. The question as to exactly what is in view with the plural they has yielded a couple of options.

a. Walvoord suggests that it refers to “the work accomplished throughout the whole drama of human history prior to the eternal state.”
b. Others tend to limit the words to the immediate context, suggesting that only the various aspects of the new creation are in view.

38. The second would be the most likely, with the antecedent being the all things of verse 5.

39. Many times in the New Testament the perfect form of gi,nomai is used to express the reality that a prophecy has been fulfilled.  Matt. 1:22, 21:4, 26:56

40. In fact, here we have the ultimate fulfillment of all prophecies, as God speaks from His perspective in the future when the new creation is fully in place.

41. All the things that have been promised with respect to the future, which God’s people have anticipated over the millennia of human history, have now become realities in the new creation.

42. The second statement of verse 6 employs an expression that is common to any number of languages and is designed to signify God’s sovereign character and complete superiority to all things.

43. Alpha and omega are the first and last letters of the Greek alphabet, which expresses a the thought of being the first and the last

44. The phrase that follows the beginning and the end further serves to demonstrate that God pre-existed all things and will continue to exist into the eternal future.

45. All things began with the mind of God, Who consulted no one, and Whose wisdom is responsible for all things; all things began with God and will find their end in God as well.  ICor. 2:16

46. God’s eternal wisdom is detailed in the book of Isaiah, in which He makes it quite plain that He is superior to all His creation.   Isa. 40:12-17

47. God is the ultimate origin of all things and will conclude all things according to His sovereign will.

48. In spite of His transcendent greatness, the final portion of verse 6 indicates that God takes note of every individual and that every provision is made to meet any need.

49. The individual brought forth in this passage is called the one who thirsts, which is a figure of speech to denote anyone that is positive.  

50. For one to recognize that he is thirsty is tantamount to recognizing his spiritual need for salvation, the thirst being a figure for the unsaved soul.

51. Salvation is seen in the figure of the spring of the water of life, which was a similar figure Jesus Christ used when teaching this same doctrine.  Jn. 4:13-14

a. The one that thirsts is the unbeliever that recognizes his need.

b. The water is that which quenches the thirst and signifies salvation Ph1.

c. Drinking is analogous to faith, which is the appropriation of the gift of salvation.

d. Never thirsting again is a figure for the principle of eternal security.

52. The beginning of the statement emphasizes that God is the source of this offer and that He alone is capable of giving eternal life.

53. In fact, this portion of the verse should be understood in the context of the reader and not  the eternal state; this is a promise to John and all that read this prophecy.

54. The fact that it is given, and the fact that it is given without cost indicates that salvation is strictly a grace provision that does not depend on man or anything that he can do. 

55. The phrase the spring of the water of life may be understood as follows:

a. The fact that the term phgh, (pege—fountain, spring) is used signifies an ongoing supply of the water of life; it is available at all times to anyone that thirsts.

b. The water is to be viewed as a genitive of content; that which comprises the spring.

c. The genitive of life is to be understood as a genitive of quality, which yields the sense of the water, which is characterized by life, or the life-giving water.
56. In that regard, the two clear factors that result in the appropriation of salvation are the Holy Spirit and Bible doctrine, so a dual reference may be intended.  Jn. 3:5, 6:63

57. The final term in this verse is the Greek word dwrea,n (dorean—without cost), which should be understood as an adverb of manner.

58. In fact, every time this adjective is found as an anarthrous accusative (many adverbs developed from the accusative forms of nouns and adjectives) it should be understood as an adverb of manner.  Matt. 10:8; Jn. 15:25; Rom. 3:24; IICor. 11:7
59. This term expresses the fact that God provides salvation freely, gratis, or without cost to anyone that desires to drink.
60. As we have emphasized before, the acts of eating and drinking are designed to picture things that are common to all normal humans and are not meritorious activities.
21:7 "He who overcomes shall inherit these things, and I will be his God and he will be My son.  {o` (dnms+) nika,w (vppanm-s)--klhronome,w (vifa--3s) to receive a gift as an heir from one that has died--ou-toj (apdan-p) the things enumerated above--kai, (cc)--eivmi, (vifd--1s)--auvto,j (npdm3s)--qeo,j (n-nm-s)--kai, (cc)--auvto,j (npnm3s) he himself, emphatic--eivmi, (vifd--3s)--evgw, (npd-1s)--ui`o,j (n-nm-s)}

21:8 "But to/for the cowardly and unbelieving and abominable and murderers and immoral persons and sorcerers and idolaters and all liars, their part will be in the lake that burns with fire and brimstone, which is the second death."  {de, (cc)--o`  deilo,j (a-dm-p) 3X, timid, fearful, Matt. 8:26--kai, (cc)--a;pistoj (a-dm-p) lit. without faith, unbelieving--kai, (cc)--bdelu,ssomai (vprndm-p) 2X, that which is abhorrent, detestable, abominable—

kai, (cc)--foneu,j (n-dm-p) 7X, a murderer, one who commits homocides--kai, (cc)--po,rnoj (n-dm-p) lit. one who has sex with a prostitute, an immoral person, a fornicator--kai, (cc)—fa,rmakoj (n-dm-p) one who uses spells, potions, etc. for occult purposes--kai, (cc)--eivdwlola,trhj (n-dm-p) 7X, one who worships idols, an idolator as opposed to one who worships God--kai, (cc)--pa/j (a--dm-p)--o` yeudh,j (a-dm-p) lying, false, deceitful, one who tells lies--to. me,roj (n-nn-s) a part or portion, a share or piece of something--auvto,j (npgm3p)—evn (pd)—h` li,mnh (n-df-s)--h` kai,w (vpppdf-s)--pu/r (n-in-s)--kai, (cc)--qei/on (n-dn-s) brimstone, sulfur--o[j (aprnn-s) note attraction to fire and brimstone, the content of the lake--eivmi, (vipa--3s)--o` qa,natoj (n-nm-s)--o` deu,teroj (a-onm-s)}
Exposition vs. 7-8

1. These final two verses conclude with a clear distinction between the two types of people that will populate eternity.

2. The participle he who overcomes certainly brings to mind the promises at the close of each of the seven letters in chapters 2 and 3.

3. As we noted there, all believers are overcomers simply by virtue of their faith in Christ, which is tantamount to drinking the water of life.  IJn. 5:4-5

4. In this context, it certainly appears that the overcomer is a synonym for a believer, with no emphasis on Ph2 issues beyond salvation.

5. Each believer is promised an inheritance, which includes these things.
6. There is some debate as to whether or not these things refers to the eschatological promises of chapters 2 and 3 (Mounce, Park), the rest of the book (Sweet), or the specific promises of chapter 21:1-6.  (Johnson, Kraft)

7. Since God is here differentiating between believers and unbelievers, I would limit these things to the immediate context, which emphasizes the new creation, New Jerusalem, and the absence of pain and suffering in the eternal state.

8. These are the normal blessings of Heaven, which will be enjoyed by all believers of all dispensations, without respect to their Ph2 status or input into God’s plan.

9. The eternal relationship that will exist between God and believers is expressed in terms that are clearly reminiscent of the language used in the Davidic Covenant.  IISam. 7:14

10. While the familial relationship exists now between God and anyone that has believed, we await the future for the full enjoyment of that relationship.

11. Now, we see in a mirror dimly, but then face to face, which will certainly be a situation that is dramatically superior to the one in which we currently find ourselves.  ICor. 13:9,12

12. This is also reminiscent of the adoption language that is used in Romans, which focuses on both our Ph1 and Ph3 adoption.  Rom. 8:14-16,23

a. Paul speaks of one aspect of adoption as being a current reality.  Rom. 8:16

b. This adoption takes place at the point of faith in Christ and the sole requirement is to receive Him, to believe in His name.  Jn. 1:12

c. However, he speaks of a future adoption that will take place with the redemption of the body.  Rom. 8:23

13. At the time of our resurrection, we will enter a new and far more glorious phase as children of God, in which we will live and serve God in His presence.  Rom. 8:21

14. In the eternal state, the entire company of the redeemed of all time will be assembled as a single family, never to be separated again.

15. At that time we will all enjoy the full blessings of being a child of God, living face to face under the conditions of maximum righteousness, love, joy, peace, fellowship, etc.

16. God is seen as a loving Father with a benevolent attitude toward those that are positive, Who desires nothing more than a personal, loving relationship with His children.  Lk. 15:11ff

17. This is the culmination of God’s original design, as He created moral beings with free will to share the glories of His world with Him.

18. In contrast to those who inherit the blessings, we are now introduced to those that will not share in the new heaven and the new earth, but will be consigned to the lake of fire.

19. What the list of verse 8 is not teaching is:

a. That good people go to Heaven and bad people go to Hell.

b. That believers cannot and do not commit the vices in this list.

c. That unbelievers are sent to Hell for their sins.

20. The interpretation of this verse is a prime example of the fact that without the correct theological grid, the interpreter can certainly jump to any number of unjustified conclusions.

21. By definition, all the categories contained in this list must be unbelievers since the purpose of these two verses is to contrast and distinguish the eternal lot of the believer from those that will be confined to the lake of fire.

22. We know from the previous chapter that the only inhabitants of the lake of fire are those whose name was not found written in the book of life.  Rev. 20:15

23. Some have attempted to teach that this verse is describing the kind of character that disqualifies one from the new Jerusalem and results in their confinement in the lake of fire.

24. However, that cannot be the case for several reasons.

a. If people are placed in the lake of fire for the types of activities that are listed here, that suggests that salvation is based on their works or character and not on the person and work of Christ.

b. Secondly, the water of life is offered freely throughout history, which mentions nothing of the character of those that partake of it.  Rev. 21:6

c. Thirdly, there are unbelievers (probably most?) that are not characterized by these types of activities, but are quite moral and exhibit various levels of integrity.

25. It should be evident that this list is not designed to be comprehensive, but is quite typical of the vice codes developed by the Stoics and Cynics and often found within Hellenistic Judaism.

26. There are such vice lists in the New Testament, and of the three found in the book of Revelation, this one is the longest.  Rom. 1:29-31; Rev. 9:21, 21:8, 22:15

27. The verse is introduced with the adversative conjunction de. (de—but), which should be taken here with full adversative force.

28. The next important point is that there is a shift from the singular (he who overcomes) to a series of dative plurals (dative of disadvantage) that are introduced by a single definite article.

29. According to Sharp’s rule, when a single definite article governs a series of nouns, adjectives, participles, etc. that are connected by kai. (kai-and), there is some sort of unity between the groups.

30. How much of a connection there is between the groups must be determined by context; at one level there is some unity, at a higher level it may connote equality, at the highest level it may indicate identity.

31. Therefore, the purpose for this list is to provide a sampling of the various categories of unbelievers, who operate in a particular fashion, and who form overlapping groups within the whole.

32. When one considers the revelation about the lake of fire, it is clearly not reserved only for those who meet all of the qualifications found in this list, nor is it reserved for those meeting only one of the requirements.

33. The list is readily divided into two sections, the first three items dealing with the internal and unseen character of the person, while the final five items deal with overt activities.

34. The first term deilo,j (deilos), is used 3X in the New Testament, and denotes those that are timid, fearful, or act in a shameful and cowardly fashion.  Matt. 8:26

35. There are a significant number of interpreters that want to apply this to believers, whom they say “through cowardice give way under persecutions and apostatize.”  Thayer
36. However, this term should be understood in the sense of a lack of faith that causes a person to conduct himself in such a manner that he will not exercise faith in the gospel.

37. Instead of being an overcomer, who exercises faith in Christ, this category focuses on the unbeliever that is cowardly and fearful of such a commitment.

38. The second term is the adjective avpi,stoj (apistos), which denotes that that lack in faith, those that will not trust God and remain in unbelief.

39. In fact, it is used in the New Testament as a title for unbelievers.  ICor. 6:6, 7:12-15

40. The first two adjectives describe the unbeliever from the standpoint of his spiritual cowardice and refusal to believe the Word of God, effectively causing him to be loathed by God.

41. The third term is actually a perfect passive participle from the Greek bdelu,ssomai (bdelussomai), which first means to feel nausea or be sick; next, to feel a nausea or loathing toward someone or something, and finally to be loathsome, abominable, or abhorred.

42. This term, like the others, only refers to a segment of humanity, which may be more extensive than people might imagine.  Lev. 18:22; Deut. 7:25-26; Prov. 6:16, 11:20, 12:22, 15:8,9,26, 16:5, 17:15, 20:10, 21:27, 28:9

43. These verses indicate that God finds quite a number of things to be abominable that are frequent occurances in ancient and modern society.

44. The list now moves to overt actions that are characteristic of the wicked, beginning with the sin of murder.

45. Again, it should be clear that not all unbelievers are murderers; in fact, the vast majority of unbelievers have probably never committed an overt murder.

46. However, clearly there is a segment of unbelievers that run with the STA attitude of hatred and have committed murder (and may commit murder as a way of life).  Ex. 20:13; Ps. 94:6; Rom. 1:29

47. The worst aspect of unbelievers that have committed murder is found in their murder of God’s people, prophets, Messiah, and those living during Daniel's 70th week.  Matt. 22:6-7; Acts 7:52; Rev. 13:7,10

48. The second overt activity that is listed is that of sexual immorality, which has always been a reality in the world and has intensified as we approach the time of the end.  Heb. 12:16

49. This includes normal forms of immorality (men with women) and all forms of abnormal immorality, sexual perversions such as homosexuality, lesbianism, bestiality, necrophilia, pedophilia, and other deviant behavior.  Jude 7

50. The third overt term is one that comes from a family of terms that we have seen previously in this book, and deals with the practice of occult magic with an emphasis on the various charms, potions, incantations, etc. that are used to effect an evil plan.
51. The fa,rmakoj (pharmakos) is one who prepares and uses drugs for magical purposes, ritual witchcraft, and is often translated by the term sorcerer.
52. This is confirmed by the way in which the translators of the LXX used this family of words to translate certain Hebrew terms.
53. @v,K, (kesheph—witchcraft); this family of words is translated by the English witchcraft, sorcerer, or spell.  Ex. 7:11,22, 8:7; IIKings 9:22; Ps. 58:5; Mic. 5:12
54. Such activities are described in detail at http://www.academyofsorcery.com/ which teaches the arts of commanding spirits, casting spells, revenge techniques, astral projection, seeing the past and future, controlling weather, and a multitude of fun and productive activities apart from God (sarcasm).

55. In the ancient world those that engaged in idol worship denoted the type of person that was the opposite of the God-fearing or devout.

56. This particular category of unbeliever is one that is not content to ignore God, but insists on engaging in the active worship of that which is opposed to God, the worship of demons (who are behind all idols).  ICor. 10:19-22

57. The concept of idolatry is simply that of exalting anything beyond its proper sphere and giving it the place in life that God reserves for Himself. Ex. 20:4; Deut. 27:15; Isa. 45:20; Hos. 4:12; Hab. 2:18

58. Those of us living in Babylon in the last days should recognize that the pursuit of money and the details of life is the most prevalent form of idol worship.  Col. 3:5

59. The final category that is mentioned is set apart grammatically from the previous groups by use of the adjective pa/j (pas—all) and the repetition of the definite article.

60. The Bible frequently stigmatizes this sin, which is viewed as being much more serious than people generally tend to think.  Ps. 5:9, 31:18; Prov. 6:17, 10:18, 12:19,22, 21:6; Isa. 59:13

61. It is certainly listed as one of the chief characteristics of Satan, who is described by Jesus Christ as being a murderer and a liar.  Jn. 8:44

62. Liars encompass a broad spectrum of people from those that lie about insignificant things, to those that lie for the sake of gaining an advantage (Prov. 26:28; Jude 16), to those that lie in a legal setting (ITim. 1:10), to those that are the worst types--religious liars.  Ezek. 13:6-9; Zech. 10:2; ITim. 4:2

63. One thing that should be obvious is that the types of activities mentioned here are all designed to advance the one performing them; very often, unbelievers engage in these types of things for their own personal benefit.

64. The last portion of verse 8 specifically declares that their eternal lot will be in the lake that burns with fire and brimstone/sulfur.
65. We have seen the Greek term me,roj (meros—a part, a portion) previously used to describe the one that participates in the first resurrection.  Rev. 20:6

66. The eternal portion of all unbelievers is the second death, which is defined as eternal separation from God in conscious torment in the lake of fire.

21:9 And one of the seven angels who had the seven bowls full of the seven last plagues, came and spoke with me, saying, "Come here, I shall show you the bride, the wife of the Lamb."  {kai, (cc)--e;rcomai (viaa--3s)--ei-j (apcnm-s) one—evk (pg)--o` e`pta, (a-cgm-p) a;ggeloj (n-gm-p)--o` e;cw (vppagm-p)--h` e`pta, fia,lh (n-af-p) bowls—to. ge,mw (vppagn-p) to contain something, to be filled with something--h`. e`pta, plhgh, (n-gf-p)--h` e;scatoj (a--gf-p) the last, final--kai, (cc)--lale,w (viaa--3s) spoke, communicated--meta, (pg)--evgw, (npg-1s)--le,gw (vppanm-s)--deu/ro (vmaa--2s) come here--dei,knumi (vifa--1s) show, make plain, cause to see--su, (npd-2s)--h` nu,mfh (n-af-s)--h` gunh, (n-af-s) woman,wife—to. avrni,on (n-gn-s)}

21:10 And he carried me away in the Spirit to a great and high mountain, and showed me the holy city, Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God,  {kai, (ch)--avpofe,rw (viaa--3s) to carry off, take away, transport--evgw, (npa-1s)—evn (pd)--pneu/ma (n-dn-s)--evpi, (pa)--o;roj (n-an-s)--me,gaj (a--an-s)--kai, (cc)--u`yhlo,j (a--an-s) lofty, high--kai, (cc)--dei,knumi (viaa--3s) show, cause to see, exhibit--evgw, (npd-1s)--h` po,lij (n-af-s)--h` a[gioj (a--af-s)--~Ieroso,luma (n-af-s)--katabai,nw (vppaaf-s)—evk (pg)--o` ouvrano,j (n-gm-s)--avpo, (pg)--o` qeo,j (n-gm-s)}

21:11 having the glory of God. Her brilliance was like a very costly stone, as a stone of crystal-clear jasper.  {e;cw (vppaaf-s) having, radiating--h` do,xa (n-af-s)--o` qeo,j (n-gm-s)--o` fwsth,r (n-nm-s) 2X, a star, something that gives light, the light given off, radiance, brilliance--auvto,j (npgf3s)—

o[moioj (a--nm-s) the same kind or nature, resemble--li,qoj (n-dm-s)--ti,mioj (a-sdm-s) valuable, costly, precious--w`j (cs) as or like--li,qoj (n-dm-s)--i;aspij (n-df-s) 4X, only in Rev. jasper--krustalli,zw (vppadm-s) 1X, clear or bright, transparent like a crystal}

Exposition vs. 9-11

1. John introduced us to the new heaven, the new earth, and the New Jerusalem in the first two verses of this chapter.

2. The section beginning with verse 3 and extending through verse 8 is parenthetical and he now resumes with a fuller description of what had been previous introduced.

3. When he described these three new things, he used the adjective kaino,j (kainos—new) to denote that which is distinct from what is old, that which is new in quality, that which is fresh.

4. In terms of the new heaven and the new earth, they are also new in point of time since they did not come into existence until the time of the Great White Throne judgment.

5. From verse 2 of this chapter, it appears that the New Jerusalem existed prior to the new creation and is unveiled at that time.

6. The New Jerusalem is the city/dwelling place that Jesus promised His disciples that He would construct in His absence.  Jn. 14:1-3

7. John is approached by one of the angels that had been responsible for the final seven bowl judgments, just as he had been in chapter 17.

8. In neither case is the angel identified more closely, nor is there anything that indicates whether this is the same angel or another one of the seven.

9. However, the fact that the angel was so intimately connected to the last judgements and now to the teaching of the truth serves as a good contrast between what may be expected of those that serve God.

10. There is a time and place for simply teaching the truth and a time and place for acting in judgment when the plan of God calls for it.

11. This was clearly seen in the ministry of Paul as he worked with various local churches and as his tone and approach differed based on the volitional issues at hand.  IICor. 10:1, 13:10

12. One should be aware that the tone of the letter to the Galatians differs dramatically from the tone of the letters to the church at Philippi or the church at Thessalonica.

13. When people are humble and willing to learn, the gentle approach should be the normal one the communicator employs; when they are arrogant and rebellious, a more stern tack must be taken.

14. In that regard, the congregation as a whole has an influence on the manner in which the communicator deals with them, based on time in grade, consistency, teachability, level of application, etc.

15. The angel approaches John and commands him to come here, which is clearly for the purpose of additional revelation.

16. In fact, it appears that John's account of the New Jerusalem coming down was interrupted by the   voice from the throne, which made specific promises to believers.

17. Those promises summarized the tremendous blessings that all believers will enjoy for all eternity, which we call the normal blessings of Heaven.

18. These blessings include the following.

a. The dwelling place of God is among men and He will manifest His personal presence with His people.

b. He will remove every vestige of sin and the results of sin and death, such as tears, sorrow, crying, and pain.

c. All believers will reside in perfect environment for all eternity, which includes a new heaven, a new earth, and the New Jerusalem.

19. John's account is typical of Hebrew grammatical style as he first provides a summary statement about the New Jerusalem and then provides additional details to give a fuller explanation.

20. His stated purpose is to show John the bride, the wife of the Lamb, to which we had been introduced briefly in chapter 19.  Rev. 19:7

21. In that passage, she was referred to simply as the bride, with no other explanation provided.

22. Orthodox interpreters over the centuries have identified the bride of the Lamb with the glorified Church since she is viewed as a resurrected entity prior to the Second Advent.

23. No matter when one places the rapture and the glorification of the Church, there is not another group that fits the description provided.

24. Therefore, the bride, the wife of the Lamb, indicates that the marriage has been consummated and the Church has entered into its full inheritance.

25. One might expect from the angel’s comment that he was going to take John to see the bride that had been introduced previously in chapter 19.

26. Verse 10 will make it plain that he is not dealing with the believers that make up the corporate bride of the Lamb, he is dealing with the residence in which they live.

27. It is commonly understood that a city can be referred to by its inhabitants, and the inhabitants are often referred to by the name of the city in which they live; therefore, the city and its inhabitants may very well be in view.

28. John is now transported by the angel in spirit, which is a phrase that has been used some three times previously in this book.

29. Each usage indicates that John is experiencing an unusual situation outside the normal realm of human, physical, bodily existence.  Cp. Rev.4:2; 17:3; 21:10

30. While we are not attempting to minimize the working of the Holy Spirit, this state goes far beyond the simple indwelling or filling of the Holy Spirit.

31. John is stating that he was transported into a new realm of conscious existence, another dimension where God reveals supernatural information about things that are invisible to the human eye and which is not constrained by time or space.

32. Some have puzzled over the fact that John was taken to a large and high mountain since we were previously told that mountains were not found.  Rev. 16:20

33. However, that verse dealt with the original creation and the complete alteration of the physical aspects of the earth; this verse is to be understood in the context of the new heaven and the new earth.
34. The literal sense here is that the actual physical location makes it a better spot to observe the city’s arrival from Heaven.

35. The kingdom that was inaugurated in the Millennium continues to exist and completely dominates the earth, with the New Jerusalem becoming the centerpiece.

36. The city is described by the adjective a[gioj (hagios—holy), which focuses on the fact that it is completely set apart to God and free from anything that causes defilement.  Rev. 21:27

37. The fact that John observes the city coming down out of Heaven from God indicates that this dwelling place pre-existed the new heaven and earth.

38. Walvoord has suggested that the city will exist in the Millennium and will probably hover over the earth, perhaps above the earthly Jerusalem awaiting the new earth before descending to settle upon it.

39. This city is no doubt the one for which Abraham looked, as he focused his attention on the heavenly realities and not on his earthly existence.  Heb. 11:8-11

40. As many have noted, the dual reference to the bride focuses not only on the woman herself, but also on the issue of the beauty of a bride.

41. In fact, the beauty of the city is described in terms of the magnificence of the glory of God, which denotes the overt display of radiance that comes from His essence.

42. The radiant brilliance of the city is described in terms of light, which is consistent with what we know of the essence of God.  IJn. 1:5; ITim. 6:16

43. The Greek term fwsth.r (phoster) denotes that which gives off light, a luminary or star; by metonymy it denotes the state of brightness, radiance, shining, or brilliance.
44. The city literally shines with the glory of God’s essence, which corresponds to the fact that God dwells there and no other source of light is needed.  Rev. 21:23-25

45. The city radiates light like a precious stone, which is here referred to as the jasper; the jasper varies in color but normally they are green and opaque.

46. However the stone mentioned here is said to be clear, which is the translation of the Greek term krustalli,zw (krustallizo), which denotes something that shines like crystal or is crystal clear.

47. Some interpreters have indicated that in the ancient world the designation jasper was used in a general sense to refer to any precious stone.

48. If the term had such a general usage, it is quite probable that the stone John describes is more like our modern diamond., which would also fulfill the very costly/expensive designation.

49. Therefore, the city is literally ablaze with light, reflecting and refracting the glory of God’s infinite perfections.

50. While this transcends anything with which we are familiar, under the ministry of the Holy Spirit John provides as accurate a description as is humanly possible.

21:12 It had a great and high wall, with twelve gates, and at the gates twelve angels; and names were written on them, which are those of the twelve tribes of the sons of Israel.  {e;cw (vppanf-s)-- tei/coj (n-an-s) a wall, usually for fortification--me,gaj (a--an-s)--kai, (cc)--u`yhlo,j (a--an-s)--e;cw (vppanf-s)--pulw,n (n-am-p) a gateway, entrance--dw,deka (a-cam-p)--kai, (cc)--evpi, (pd)--o` pulw,n (n-dm-p)--a;ggeloj (n-am-p) angels, messengers, sentries--dw,deka (a-cam-p)--kai, (cc)--o;noma (n-an-p)--evpigra,fw (vprpan-p) 5X, to write in something, to engrave, inscribe--o[j (aprnn-p)--eivmi, (vipa--3s)--h` dw,deka fulh, (n-gf-p) a tribe, a group related by blood within a larger nation--ui`o,j (n-gm-p)--VIsrah,l (n-gm-s) racial descendants of Jacob}

21:13 There were three gates on the east and three gates on the north and three gates on the south and three gates on the west.  {avpo, (pg)--avnatolh, (n-gf-s) lit. from the rising--pulw,n (n-nm-p)--trei/j (a-cnm-p)--kai, (cc)--avpo, (pg)--borra/j (n-gm-s) 2X, north--pulw,n (n-nm-p)--trei/j (a-cnm-p)--kai, (cc)--avpo, (pg)--no,toj (n-gm-s) south--pulw,n (n-nm-p)--trei/j (a-cnm-p)--kai, (cc)--avpo, (pg)--dusmh, (n-gf-p) direction of sunset, usually in plural, west--pulw,n (n-nm-p)--trei/j (a-cnm-p)}
21:14 And the wall of the city had twelve foundation stones, and on them were the twelve names of the twelve apostles of the Lamb.  {kai, (cc)--to. tei/coj (n-nn-s) wall--h` po,lij (n-gf-s)--e;cw (vppanm-s)--qeme,lioj (n-am-p)  what is laid down as a foundation, foundation stone--dw,deka (a-cam-p)--kai, (cc)--evpi, (pg)--auvto,j (npgm3p)--dw,deka (a-can-p)--o;noma (n-an-p)--o` dw,deka avpo,stoloj (n-gm-p)—to. avrni,on (n-gn-s)}

Exposition vs. 12-14

1. In verses 11 and 12, there are three consecutive parallel clauses that all employ the participle form of e;cw (echo—having), each of which refer to some aspect of the New Jerusalem.

2. In verse 12, the great, high wall is mentioned first although it is not described fully until later in the chapter.  Rev. 21:17-18

3. In the ancient world the wall was essential for protecting a city that was under attack; however, that cannot be the purpose here since there are no enemies left following the incarceration of Satan and the judgment of all unbelievers.

4. There can be little doubt that the description of the walls is designed to portray the fact that those in the city are completely secure and that all that are unworthy are excluded.

5. While we are not given the height of the wall, we know that the tallest part of the city is almost 1400 miles high, so when it says that the wall was high, this is no exaggeration.

6. Further, if the angel that measured the city measured its exterior walls, this could indicate that the wall was every bit as high as the city itself.

7. Like the city itself, we find out later that the wall is composed of jasper, which is designed to further radiate the glory of God.

8. The city and its wall are constructed in such a way that the measurements, openings, and foundation are all comprised of a multiple of the number 12.

a. Twelve gates

b. Twelve angels.

c. Twelve tribes.

d. Twelve foundation stones.

e. Twelve apostles.

f. The length, width, and height are each 12,000 stadia.

g. The wall is 12X12 cubits thick.

9. While we do not press numerology to an extreme, it is clear that numbers do play a role in the Bible and display a continuity in their use. 

10. It has been generally recognized among interpreters that the number 12 symbolizes the concept of government.

11. Here we have the ultimate in God’s perfect government as all His people of all time will live in a perfectly governed and orderly society.

12. The second thing we are told is that the city had twelve gates, which some have considered to be an unusually high figure.

13. While there were only five gates in the city of Jerusalem, this is a megacity and the fact that there are twelve gates is not to be considered unusual.

14. Although not fully explained here in the initial description, the gates are not designed to keep anything out of the city since they will be perpetually open.  Rev. 21:25

15. Verse 13 details the fact that the gates were arranged in such a way as to allow for three entrances facing each of the four directions, which would allow for plentiful and easy access from every direction.

16. While some have attempted to parallel this with the city that Ezekiel describes, they are not the same although they may be laid out similarly with respect to the gates.  Ezek. 48:30-35

17. That passage deals with millennial issues and is not referring to the eternal state as this passage is.

18. An angel was stationed at each of the gates, which has caused some to identify them as watchmen or guards that are there to provide security.

19. Again, this would not be necessary since all the enemies of God and of His people have been confined to the lake of fire; therefore, the angels are positioned here as an honor.

20. Although Osborne attempts to link these twelve angels with the seven communicators of the seven churches in chapters 2-3, there is no exegetical or doctrinal reason to do so.

21. His fallacy, as with others, is to understand the term a;ggeloj (angelos—messenger) as a technical term that always means angel.

22. We are next informed that the gates are engraved or inscribed with the names of the twelve tribes of the sons of Israel.

23. Since we are told later that each of the twelve gates are actually an individual pearl, it makes some sense to assume that the names are inscribed into the pearls.

24. One question that has arisen is that of whether each gate has a single name on it (following the example of the millennial city in Ezekiel) or if each gate has all twelve tribes engraved on each pearl.

25. While some suggest that the gates had all the names of each tribe on each gate, it is not clear grammatically if this is correct.

26. Since each gate is envisioned as having a single honor guard, it could be that each gate has a single name on it.

27. If this follows the Millennial order, the north side will have the names of Rueben, Judah, and Levi; the east side will have the names of Joseph, Benjamin, and Dan; the south side will have the names of Simeon, Issachar, and Zebulun; the west side will  have the names of Gad, Asher, and Naphtali.

28. Certainly, the introduction of the twelve tribes serves two purposes; the first is to reinforce the truth that salvation is of the Jews (Jn. 4:22), and the second to indicate that the Jews and the Church remain distinct, although united in this city.

29. Some have noticed that John has altered the normal manner of giving directions in verse 13 (Ezekiel’s order is north, east, south, and west), but there is no solid evidence as to why he did so.

30. Verse 14 begins a description of the foundation of the wall, which would normally not be visible since it is generally unattractive.

31. However, this foundation is visible and comprised of twelve foundation stones, each of which has the name of one of the twelve apostles.

32. The fact that the foundations are emphasized is to indicate the permanence of the city as compared to the temporary dwelling places of believers throughout the centuries.

33. This city will provide the most secure and permanent form of rest for all believers, who have been strangers and aliens on planet earth all their lives.

34. Although it is hardly conceivable, Osborne has stated that this does not refer to the individual apostles, and the question of whether Paul or Barnabas should be included is not an issue here.

35. He is correct about the second issue, but is absolutely wrong about the first

36. The Greek term apolostoj (apostolos), is a term that is used in a technical and in a non-technical sense.

37. It is used in a non-technical way for anyone sent with a message and provided with the proper authority to deliver that message.

38. In a non-technical sense, people such as Barnabas (Acts 14:4,14), and James (Gal. 1:19) are designated as apostles.

39. However, in a technical sense, the term is used to denote those that were hand-picked by Jesus Christ to carry His message to the world; further, they had to be eye-witnesses to the resurrection.

40. Therefore, the names that will be engraved on the stones will be those of the original 12 (minus Judas) and Paul.  Matt. 10:2-4; Rom. 1:1

41. Although the verb for writing is not repeated in this verse with respect to the names of the apostles, it makes some sense to supply the verb here as it appears in verse 12, having been inscribed.
42. Normally, the foundation stones were chosen for their beauty and well as for their size and strength.  IKings 5:17

43. As Krodel has pointed out, one might expect the names of the tribes of Israel to be on the foundation because their part in redemptive history preceded that of the apostles.

44. However, one must realize that the city is designed first as the dwelling place of the Bride (the Church), of which the apostles serve as the foundation.  Eph. 2:20

45. The city is primarily for the Church (who will occupy it first), but this passage makes it clear that the Church and Israel will share the glory of this eternal dwelling place.

46. As Keathley has noted, “that fact that the gates are named after the 12 tribes of Israel and that the foundation stones are inscribed with the names of the 12 apostles of the church should clearly show that both Israel and the church will be a part of this city, yet note that they still remain distinct groups within the people of God.”
47. While we will not waste time with the objections, there are a number of interpreters that indicate that the 12 tribes are not the Jewish people, and the twelve apostles are not the 12 of the New Testament.

48. To his credit, Osborne acknowledges that this is incorrect and  says that it is more likely that these do indeed signify Israel and the Church.

49. Like the gates above, it seems likely that the names are to be taken in a distributive fashion, with one name for each stone.

21:15 And the one who spoke with me had a gold measuring rod to measure the city, and its gates and its wall.  {kai, (cc)--o` (dnms+) lale,w (vppanm-s)--meta, (pg)--evgw, (npg-1s)--e;cw (viia--3s)--me,tron (n-an-s) an instrument for measuring--ka,lamoj (n-am-s) a long reed, a measuring rod--crusou/j (a--an-s) golden, composed of gold--i[na (cs)--metre,w (vsaa--3s) purpose clause, to measure something, to determine the dimensions--h` po,lij (n-af-s)--kai, (cc)--o` pulw,n (n-am-p)--auvto,j (npgf3s)--kai, (cc)--to. tei/coj (n-an-s)--auvto,j (npgf3s)}

21:16 And the city is laid out as a square, and its length is as great as the width; and he measured the city with the rod, fifteen hundred miles; its length and width and height are equal.  {kai, (cc)--h` po,lij (n-nf-s)--tetra,gwnoj (a--nf-s) compound from four and corner, angle, foursquare--kei/mai (vipn--3s) to set or place something, to lie, recline--kai, (cc)--to. mh/koj (n-nn-s) 3X, length--auvto,j (npgf3s)--o[soj (aprnn-s) spatially, as far as, as great as--to. pla,toj (n-nn-s) 4X, breadth, width--kai, (cc)--metre,w (viaa--3s) the angel--h` po,lij (n-af-s)--o` ka,lamoj (n-dm-s) the reed, measuring stick--evpi, (pg)--sta,dioj (n-gm-p) one eighth of a Roman mile, approx, 200 yards--dw,deka (a-cgn-p) twelve --cilia,j (n-gf-p) 12,000--to. mh/koj (n-nn-s) length--kai, (cc)--to. pla,toj (n-nn-s)--kai, (cc)--to. u[yoj (n-nn-s) what is high, height--auvto,j (npgf3s)--i;soj (a--nn-p) equal--eivmi, (vipa--3s)}

21:17 And he measured its wall, seventy-two yards, according to human measurements, which are also angelic measurements.  {kai, (cc)--metre,w (viaa--3s)--to. tei/coj (n-an-s)--auvto,j (npgf3s)--e`kato,n (a-cgm-p) a hunderd--tessera,konta (a-cgm-p) forty--te,ssarej (a-cgm-p) four--ph/cuj (n-gm-p) lit. the forearm, a unit of measure, a cubit, about 18 inches--me,tron (n-an-s)--a;nqrwpoj (n-gm-s)--o[j (aprnn-s)--eivmi, (vipa--3s)--a;ggeloj (n-gm-s)}
Exposition vs. 15-17

1. The angel continues his instruction concerning the city and its wall by showing John with a measuring device that was composed of pure gold.

2. The angel held an object called a ka,lamoj (kalamos), which is a simple reed that could be adapted to various usages; it could be used as a pipe or flute, a fishing rod, the shaft of an arrow, a writing instrument, or a measuring rod.

3. Unlike the rod given to John in chapter 11, which came from a species of cane that grew in the Jordan Valley, this rod is composed not of cane but of gold.

4. Immediate context demands that this reed be interpreted as a measuring rod since it is coupled with the noun for a measuring device and the purpose clause that follows indicates that the angel is to measure the city.

5. Normally, such a measuring rod was only about 10 feet long, which would be impossibly small in terms of measuring a city of this size, which indicates that it may have been somewhat longer.

6. That the rod is composed of pure gold is designed to convey the reality that the city and its measurements are established by deity; this city and its dimensions are wholly of God’s design. 

7. Three specific things are to be measured by the angel, which included the city, its gates, and its wall.
8. Interestingly enough, no measurements are given for its gates, but only for the city and the walls; this has prompted some to suggest that the gates are probably included within the walls.

9. John indicates that the city is laid out as a square, whose length and width are equal measurements of 12,000 stadia.

10. It is interesting to note that John described the city before the angel actually measured it, indicating that he had a sense that it was square; no doubt this was due to his position as he watched it descend.

11. The angel measures the city and provides John with the exact size, which is 12,000 stadia; a stadion being a measure of distance that corresponded to 1/8 of a Greek mile, 600 Greek feet, or about 606.75 English feet.

12. In modern terms the city would have overall dimensions of approximately 1378.98 miles on each side.

13. The area of the base of the city would then be approximately 1,901,585 square miles.

14. At the end of verse 16 we are introduced to another fact about the city that relates to its height, which is now described as being the same as the length and width.

15. This has led to some debate as to whether the city is laid out as a cube or as a pyramid (which is incorrect), since either geometric design could be possible.

16. The fact that all the dimensions are equal should immediately call to mind the tabernacle and the most holy place, which was constructed as a cube.  IKings 6:20

17. This would be especially appropriate since the Shekinah resided within the Most Holy Place, and this city is the final dwelling place for the glory of God.  Rev. 21:23

18. The term shekinah is derived from the Hebrew verb !k;v' (shakhan), which means to dwell or settle down.

19. It is not used in the Bible, but appeared first in the Targums and was used to describe the personal presence of God and His relationship to Israel.  

20. Targum (the Aramaic word for interpreter or translator) is the name applied to early paraphrased translations of portions of the Hebrew Old Testament into Aramaic. 

21. Such versions were needed when Hebrew ceased to be the normal medium of communication among the Jews.

22. The Targum translations used the terms Shekinah of God and glory of God synonymously.

23. The city, which would not be expected to cover the entirety of the earth, would provide a cubic volume of 2,622,248,842 miles.

24. If the city held one billion believers, each would then have a dwelling place (house and surrounding area) of 2.62 cubic miles. 
25. Henry Morris, guessing that there will have been 100 billion people in the human race, and that 20% of them will be saved, calculates that each person would have a “block” with about 75 acres on each face to call their own.

26. This figure may not be far off since the Scripps Howard News Service stated in December, 2002 that “According to calculations a total of 106.4 billion people since man appeared about 50,000 B.C.”
27. It is important to note that there is nothing in the text that states that all believers will actually reside inside the city at all times; it does appear to be the home of all believers from the Church age and all believing Jews.

28. Therefore, some have suggested that many will live in various parts of the earth and new physical universe, carrying out whatever responsibilities the Lord may assign to them. 

29. This city truly manifests the fact that God has made eternal room for His people, which is something beyond our finite comprehension.

30. The Hebrew term tAbxor> (rehobhoth) comes from a verb that means to be wide, broad, expansive, or spacious.  Gen. 26:22
31. This is viewed as a positive blessing, which God promised, and to which the people of God have aspired from the most ancient of times.  Ex. 34:24:Deut. 12:20
32. It is certainly designated as a blessing of the millennial age.  Isa. 54:1-3
33. Open spaces and sufficient room to function comfortably are viewed not only as a blessing but are contrasted with the concept of insufficient room, that which restricts movement, or that which produces pressure.
34. In fact, the Greek term qli/yij (thlipsis) denotes a pressure, a pressing together, and is often used to denote the concept of affliction, oppression, or tribulation.
35. This city guarantees every inhabitant sufficient room to live comfortably, absent anything that brings pressure, difficulty, or any form of oppression; this will be true in a spatial sense, as well as a spiritual and moral sense.
36. The angel then moves to the wall itself, which must be being measured for thickness since we have been given the length and width of it in the city’s measurements.

37. Again, the thickness of the wall is given according to a multiple of twelve, measured by the angel at 144 cubits.

38. A cubit was a measure of length that comes from the Greek term ph/cuj (pechus), which strictly denoted the forearm.

39. Although the distance could vary, the measurement was taken from the joint of the elbow to the tip of the middle finger and was approximately 18 inches.

40. Given this, the wall would be approximately 2592 inches, about 216 feet, or about 72 yards thick; this is approximately  ¾ the size of a football field.

41. The massive size of the wall and its thickness is designed to communicate the permanence, stability, and security of the city; many see this as a means of teaching the doctrine of eternal security.

42. While some may argue that this is not a literal city and these are not literal dimensions, the text would indicate otherwise.

43. One objection that has been voiced is that the size of the wall is “impossibly small” for a city of the dimensions we are given, causing some (Osborne) to take the numbers as merely symbolic.

44. Caird takes the position that verse 17 is to be understood in the measure of the angel’s forearm (the ancient cubit being the length of a man’s forearm), rather than a human measurement.

45. Therefore, his conclusion is that since this refers to the angels’ arm, it is impossible to determine the length and the actual size cannot be calculated.

46. Walvoord posits an opposing view (as do Beale and others) and says, “The reference to man’s measurement simply means that though an angel is using the rod, he is using human dimensions.”

47. This final statement fully indicates that although an angel was taking the measurements and communicating them to John, he was employing the normal types of measurements that are common to men.
21:18 And the material of its wall was jasper; and the city was pure gold, like clear glass.  {kai, (cc)--h` evndw,mhsij (n-nf-s) 1X, lit, interior structure, building material—to, tei/coj (n-gn-s)--auvto,j (npgf3s)--i;aspij (n-nf-s) jasper, this stone is not like the modern day jasper, inexpensive and opaque ranging in color from yellow to red; this stone is very expensive and translucent, more like a diamond--kai, (cc)--h` po,lij (n-nf-s)--crusi,on (n-nn-s)--kaqaro,j (a--nn-s) clean, pure, all impurities are gone--o[moioj (a--nn-s) resembling--u[aloj (n-df-s) glass, crystal--kaqaro,j (a--dm-s) clean, without any impurity}

21:19 The foundation stones of the city wall were adorned with every kind of precious stone. The first foundation stone was jasper; the second, sapphire; the third, chalcedony; the fourth, emerald;  {o` qeme,lioj (n-nm-p)  foundation, foundation stones—to. tei/coj (n-gn-s)--h` po,lij (n-gf-s)-- kosme,w (vprpnm-p) to arrange in harmonious order, to adorn--pa/j (a--dm-s) every--li,qoj (n-dm-s)--ti,mioj (a--dm-s) valuable, precious--o` qeme,lioj (n-nm-s) supply stone from context--o` prw/toj (a-onm-s)--i;aspij (n-nf-s)--o` deu,teroj (aponm-s)--sa,pfiroj (n-nf-s) sapphire blue--o` tri,toj (aponm-s)--calkhdw,n (n-nm-s) 1X, no explanation--o` te,tartoj (aponm-s)--sma,ragdoj (n-nm-s) the modern emerald?}

21:20 the fifth, sardonyx; the sixth, sardius; the seventh, chrysolite; the eighth, beryl; the ninth, topaz; the tenth, chrysoprase; the eleventh, jacinth; the twelfth, amethyst.  {o` pe,mptoj (aponm-s)--sardo,nux (n-nm-s) a stone marked by the red of the sard and white of the onyx--o` e[ktoj (aponm-s)--sa,rdion (n-nn-s) red or ruby--o` e[bdomoj (aponm-s)--cruso,liqoj (n-nm-s) gold color like topaz--o` o;gdooj (aponm-s)--bh,rulloj (n-nm-s) beryl, sea-green color--o` e;natoj (aponm-s)--topa,zion (n-nn-s) topaz, yellow--o` de,katoj (aponm-s)--cruso,prasoj (n-nm-s) chrysoprase, greenish, gold in color--o` e`nde,katoj (aponm-s)--u`a,kinqoj (n-nm-s) jacinth, dark blue or red--o` dwde,katoj (aponm-s)--avme,qustoj (n-nf-s) amethyst, purple or violet}

21:21 And the twelve gates were twelve pearls; each one of the gates was a single pearl. And the street of the city was pure gold, like transparent glass.  {kai, (cc)--o` dw,deka pulw,n (n-nm-p)--dw,deka (a-cnm-p) 12--margari,thj (n-nm-p) pearls--avna, (ab)--ei-j (apcnm-s) lit. by ones, individually--e[kastoj (a--nm-s) each one, every one--o` pulw,n (n-gm-p)--eivmi, (viia--3s)—evk (pg)--ei-j (a-cgm-s) one, a single--margari,thj (n-gm-s)--kai, (cc)--h` platu,j (ap-nf-s) a main street, boulevard, broad road, major thoroughfare--o` po,lij (n-gf-s) of/in the city--crusi,on (n-nn-s)--kaqaro,j (a--nn-s) pure, undefiled--w`j (cs)--u[aloj (n-nf-s) glass, crystal--diaugh,j (a--nm-s) 1X, translucent, transparent, radiant}

Exposition vs. 18-21

1. John continues to provide the details about this indescribable city that is to become the dwelling place for many for all eternity.

2. The language of this section describes the construction of a city that is composed of valuable metals and precious stones, an amplification of the promise in Isaiah.  Isa. 54:11-12

3. In context, that passage was designed to comfort the remnant of the Jews during periods of difficulty with the reality that God would not abandon them.  Isa. 54:1-9

4. By application it also can be applied to any afflicted believer during the time of intense testing; each believer can be assured that God will both sustain and bless him.  Isa. 54:10

5. During the times when it seems as though God has forgotten you or is unaware of your testing, the believer can be assured that the eternal foundations have already been laid.

6. In that city, there will be complete comfort and rest from all the afflictions of Ph2 testing, pressure, persecution, discipline, etc. 

7. The wall of the city is of jasper, a stone that was already used to describe the transparent brilliance of the city as a whole. 

8. As stated previously, this is probably not the opaque stone that is the modern jasper but more likely something like the modern diamond.

9. The city itself is built of pure gold similar to pure glass, which will also be the material out of which the great boulevard will be constructed.  Rev. 21:21

10. Many have recognized that this reflects Solomon’s Temple, in which he overlaid the interior of the sanctuary and the altar with gold.  IKings 6:20-22

11. This has led Beale to state that the heavenly city is also overlaid with gold; however, the text clearly states that the composition of the items mentioned is of gold, not merely overlaid with gold.

12. Osborne has recognized that this is merely another transformation of the Old Testament imagery, recognizing that the reality far exceeds the shadow.

13. Beyond that, this gold is unlike any gold which we have ever seen since it is described as being like clear glass. 
14. All the materials described are references to natural materials; the difference being that they are perfect in quality.

15. This description indicates the transparent quality of the city, which is designed to radiate, reflect, and refract the glory of God’s essence.

16. Further, the fact that there does not appear to be anything that obstructs vision in the city suggests that all believers now also visibly reflect God’s glory.  

17. The believer in his resurrection body will reflect the eternal glory of God, manifesting the reality that we have been permanently transformed into the glorious image that is our destiny.  IICor. 3:18

18. The twelve foundation stones supporting the wall, on which are inscribed the names of the twelve apostles, do not rest below ground level like most foundations but are visible for all to see.

19. The foundation stones have been adorned with every kind of precious stone, as indicated by the perfect passive participle of kosme,w (kosmeo).

20. That verb indicates that the city is adorned, arranged in a pleasing and harmonious fashion by the use of various jewels that are designed to reflect and refract the glory of God.

21. John lists twelve precious stones that adorn the large foundation, which has led to a great deal of debate as to the meaning and significance of each.

22. Charles and others have noted that the jewels are the reverse of the list of the twelve jewels linked with the twelve signs of the zodiac in ancient Egyptian and Arabic lists, thus indicating that John is rejecting any pagan speculations about the city of the gods.

23. A.T Robertson aptly states that this is a needless performance here.

24. Many others have noted that eight of the stones paralleled the jewels on the breastplate of the high priest, as recorded in the LXX of Exodus 28:17-20.

25. Some have suggested that the other four stones may correspond to the last four in the breastplate due to the ambiguous nature of the Hebrew terms.

26. However, as Ladd, Osborne, and Wall have pointed out, we cannot be certain of the signs of the zodiac or the breastplate, and it is probably best to see this list as a general depiction of the glory of God and His people.

27. Wojciechowski has perhaps the most creative bit of exegesis as he takes the first letters of the jewels (minus the sixth one because of its negative connotation) as symbols for titles of Christ.  Jesus Christ Savior, Christ the King and the End, Christ the Son of Man.
28. The stones are described as the jasper, sapphire, chalcedony, emerald, sardonyx, sardius, chrysolite, beryl, topaz, chrysoprase, jacinth, and amethyst.

29. Again, the ancient or modern forms of these stones likely only serve as a frame of reference for our understanding since they would not be opaque but are designed to reflect and refract light in varying hues.

30. The gates are another feature that are inconceivable in terms of our present temporal cities since each gate is composed of a single, huge pearl.

31. Since we know that the walls are about 216 feet thick, it seems logical to understand that the gate would then be a pearl of similar diameter.

32. Pearls are objects of great value but they are also created through the suffering of the mollusk; this should serve to remind all that come to the city that their entrance was provided through the suffering of Jesus Christ.

33. This is also reminiscent of the figure of speech that Jesus used as He described the relationship between the Good Shepherd and His sheep when He called Himself the door.  Jn. 10:1-6

34. In this case, the gates into the city would constitute the only possible access since the wall is described in terms that make it plain that one could not reasonably scale it.

35. We are now provided a description of the major thoroughfare that is found within the city, which is formed of the same material as the city itself.  Rev. 21:18

36. The Greek word for street is platu,j (platus), which is only used in the feminine form in the New Testament, and indicates a broad or wide street as opposed to r`u,mh (hrume), which denotes a smaller lane or alley.

37. While some have questioned whether this is to be understood as a singular major artery or as a collective singular for all the roads of the city, a later passage tends to indicate that it is a singular, major boulevard.  Rev. 22:1-2

38. Each item in this city (and the city itself) is constructed from the most fabulous, beautiful, and valuable of materials, which makes it breathtakingly beautiful.

39. The general picture here described by John is one of unmistakable beauty, designed to reflect the glory of God through the reflection and refraction of the various shades of color that will characterize the glorious city.

40. The emphasis of the passage is on the priceless value and beauty of our eternal home and on the immeasurable grace of God, which will provide an inheritance that is truly beyond our finite comprehension. 

41. This inheritance is described in I Peter by the terms imperishable, undefiled, will not fade away, and reserved in heaven for you.
42. In that context, Peter reminds us that we will be confronted with various trials, which are designed to test the quality of our faith in doctrine, but which also accrue to us eternal rewards that we will enjoy in this fantastic city.
43. It is imperative that we recognize that we are aliens and strangers in this present world and keep our focus on that which is eternally important, just as the great believers of history have done.  Heb. 11:13-16
21:22 And I saw no temple in it, for the Lord God, the Almighty, and the Lamb, are its temple.  {kai, (cc)--nao,j (n-am-s) John does not use the other word for temple in Revelation, so the classical distinction may not exist here--ouv ei=don (viaa--1s)—evn (pd)--auvto,j (npdf3s)--ga,r (cs)--o`  ku,rioj (n-nm-s)--o` qeo,j (n-nm-s)--o` pantokra,twr (n-nm-s)--nao,j (n-nm-s)--auvto,j (npgf3s)--eivmi, (vipa--3s)--kai, (cc)--to. avrni,on (n-nn-s)}

21:23 And the city has no need of the sun or of the moon to shine upon it, for the glory of God has illumined it, and its lamp is the Lamb.  {kai, (cc)--h` po,lij (n-nf-s)—ouv (qn)--crei,a (n-af-s) a need, a necessity, genitive of thing needed--e;cw (vipa--3s) lit. not a need has--o` h[lioj (n-gm-s)--ouvde, (cc)--h` selh,nh (n-gf-s)--i[na (cs) purpose clause--fai,nw (vspa--3p) to shine, to give light--auvto,j (npdf3s) to it--ga,r (cs)--h`  do,xa (n-nf-s)--o` qeo,j (n-gm-s)--fwti,zw (viaa--3s) to light up, to illumine--auvto,j (npaf3s)--kai, (cc)--o` lu,cnoj (n-nm-s) the lamp--auvto,j (npgf3s)--to. avrni,on (n-nn-s)}

Exposition vs. 22-23

1. The balance of this chapter is designed to provide information with respect to the conditions that will exist in this incomprehensibly glorious city.

2. These verses consist of a series of negative statements about things that will not characterize the city, followed by an explanatory clause that is often introduced by ga,r (gar).

3. While some have attempted to explain this passage about the temple based on what was recorded about the millennial temple, the two are not to be confused.

4. In Ezekiel 40-48 Jerusalem has a temple, which most place at the center of the city, making it the focal point of that city during the Millennium.

5. Aune has suggested that John’s language here is designed to indicate his surprise at the fact that there was no temple in the city.

6. In the ancient world, it would hardly be conceivable that a large city did not have a number of temples each one would be dedicated to a particular false god.

7. While John may have been surprised, the language of this section does not seem to express that as much as simply explaining what John observed.

8. John would have been very aware of the fact that God had chosen to manifest His personal presence in the tabernacle first and then in the temples that followed it historically.

9. We know that the Shekinah was manifested within the most holy place (which was also a cube) just as it will be manifested for all eternity in the New Jerusalem, which has effectively become the new most holy place.

10. As Park has noted, “just as the New Jerusalem is more than a place (i.e. the community of God’s people), the temple is more than a place (i.e. the presence of God was there within the community of His people)”.
11. Therefore, when His presence among His people is final and eternal there is no need for a temple.

12. In the New Jerusalem, God the Father and God the Son will be visibly present with their people, making any place to worship obsolete.

13. Although the tabernacle in the wilderness and the later temple in Jerusalem were the focal points of the worship of YHWH, worship was performed through a series of symbols, veils, shadows, and various ceremonies.

14. In that day, there will no longer be a need for structures such as temples or churches; there will be no need for rituals that are only a shadow of the reality.

15. We will physically worship in the very presence of God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

16. This is the ninth and last time that God is referred to as the Almighty in this book; each time stresses His attribute of omnipotence and His control of all things.

17. The first statement of verse 23 has caused some (Keathley) to wonder if there will actually be a sun and a moon in the new universe or if, as the text clearly states, there is simply no need for them.
18. In either case, the language of verse 23 is similar to what is found in Isaiah with respect to the glory of eschatological Zion.  Isa. 60:19

19. Oswalt states it very well when he says, “If the light of God the Creator has dawned, of what use are the created light, the sun and the moon?  Of what good is the pitiful reflected light when He who is light itself is present?’  IJn. 1:5

20. The phrase has no need is a present tense, which emphasizes the ongoing fact that the eternal state will never have need of either light source because it will be always illumined by the unveiled radiance of the glory of God’s personal presence.

21. The Greek word do,xa (doxa—glory) first means to have a notion or an opinion; it moves to the idea of an estimation of someone or something and then to the concept of their reputation.

22. It is also used (as here) to refer to the intrinsic greatness, weightiness, majesty, or brilliance of something or someone.

23. In the case of God, His glory refers to the manifestation of His essence, the sum total of His perfect attributes, given free expression in this perfect environment.

24. As such, it is often spoken of in terms of light that is of such magnitude that men cannot deal with it.  Isa. 60:19; Ezek. 43:2; ITim. 6:16; IJn. 1:5; Rev. 21:23

25. The final portion of verse relates the illumination of the New Jerusalem to the Lamb, who like the Father will serve as the light source for the city.

26. The glorified God/man will manifest the glory of deity through the glorified hypostasis, which will serve to illumine the city for all eternity.

27. There is likely a two-fold emphasis on the fact that light is one of the chief characteristics of this glorious city.

28. The physical aspect of light would serve to illumine the city so one could enjoy the glory of the beauty.

29. The spiritual aspect of light would emphasize that God and the Lamb are the source of all understanding and wisdom throughout all eternity

30. This present age is a time of darkness, a time of night because of the presence of the evil that Satan  brought into the universe based on his negative volition.  Rom. 13:12

31. This present world (cosmos diabolicus) is viewed as a place of darkness and gloom, which serves to cover the truth by means of satanic and human viewpoint.  IIPet. 1:19

32. Jesus Christ, the true light, came into the world to inaugurate a kingdom of light, which will eventually supersede the darkness of this world.  Jn. 1:5,9; IJn. 2:8

33. Everyone who believes in Him has been transferred from the domain of darkness into the kingdom of His beloved Son.  IICor. 4:6; Col. 1:12-13

34. The light of God’s plan is His viewpoint; to the extent that one embraces the viewpoint of God, he shares in the light of the truth.  Ps. 19:8, 119:130

35. Believers are to accept the realities of doctrine and act as lights in the world of darkness by espousing the viewpoint of God to those that live under darkness as opportunities arise.  Matt. 5:14

36. Therefore, we are exhorted and commanded to walk in the light, to live in a manner consistent with our future in this glorious city of light.  Eph. 5:8

37. The fact that the light is available has brought men to a new level of culpability and has manifested that they hate the light for showing them for what they are.  Jn. 3:19-20

38. Therefore, we must constantly remember that we are in a warfare between light and darkness; those that align themselves with the darkness will not necessarily appreciate the light when it comes to them.  Jn. 15:18-19

39. This glorious future should cause us to order our behavior, goals, priorities, and values in a manner that is commensurate with our future in that eternal city.

40. This reality should also serve as a great motivation for us to recognize that we are living in this present world as aliens and strangers; our eternal home is not of this world.  Heb. 11:13

21:24 And the nations shall walk by its light, and the kings of the earth shall bring their glory into it.  {kai, (cc)--peripate,w (vifa--3p) walk, walk around--to. e;qnoj (n-nn-p)--dia, (pg)—to. fw/j (n-gn-s) lit. through, agency--auvto,j (npgf3s)--kai, (cc)--o` basileu,j (n-nm-p)--h` gh/ (n-gf-s)--fe,rw (vipa--3p) bear, carry, bring--h` do,xa (n-af-s)--auvto,j (npgm3p)—eivj (pa)--auvto,j (npaf3s)}

21:25 And in the daytime (for there shall be no night there) its gates shall never be closed;  {kai, (cc)--o` pulw,n (n-nm-p)--auvto,j (npgf3s)—ouv (qn)--mh, (qn)--klei,w (vsap--3p) to close, shut--h`me,ra (n-gf-s) by day, during the day--ga,r (cs)ouv (qn)--eivmi, (vifd--3s)---nu,x (n-nf-s)--evkei/ (ab)}
21:26 and they shall bring the glory and the honor of the nations into it;  {kai, (cc)--fe,rw (vifa--3p) bear, carry--h` do,xa (n-af-s)--kai, (cc)--h` timh, (n-af-s)—to. e;qnoj (n-gn-p)—eivj (pa)--auvto,j (npaf3s)}

21:27 and nothing unclean and no one who practices abomination and lying, shall ever come into it, but only those whose names are written in the Lamb's book of life.  {kai, (cc)—ouv (qn)--mh, (qn)--eivse,rcomai (vsaa--3s) to come into, enter—eivj (pa)--auvto,j (npaf3s)--pa/j (a--nn-s) all, every--koino,j (ap-nn-s) opposite of hagios, that which is common or profane, defiled--kai, (cc) Îo`Ð (dnms+)  poie,w (vppanm-s)--bde,lugma (n-an-s) a thing which is hated, abhorred, destestable--kai, (cc)--yeu/doj (n-an-s) lit. a lie, those that poieo lies are those that practice lying—eiv (cs)--mh, (qn) lit. if not, except, “but only”--o` (dnmp+) gra,fw (vprpnm-p)—evn (pd)—to. bibli,on (n-dn-s)--h` zwh, (n-gf-s)—to. avrni,on (n-gn-s)}
Exposition vs. 24-27

1. Although John has been describing a future situation with respect to the New Jerusalem and its construction, he has been using verbs in the present and aorist tense.

2. The past tense verbs were used to record his actual observations regarding the new city; the present tenses are used for axiomatic statements about the city as John observed it.

3. The shift in verse 24 to the future tense makes explicit that the force of the other verbs was to be understood in a prophetic sense.

4. We certainly should recognize that the Church and Israel are represented adequately in the New Jerusalem, given the names of the apostles and twelve tribes that are inscribed on it.

5. The text now moves beyond Israel and the Church to deal with saved Gentiles from various times and nations around the planet.

6. This verse is a clear reference to Isaiah 60:3, which deals with the fact that Israel will be exalted during the Millennium and will enjoy the honor that has been promised them.  Isa. 60:1-12

7. However, that passage must be limited to the Millennium based on the language of sacrifice and the fact that their walls would be built by someone other than the Lord Himself.  Isa. 60:7,10

8. This is another example of a passage that has a dual fulfillment; the first comes to Israel in the Millennium, and the second deals with the New Jerusalem during the eternal state.

9. Many have recognized that the eternal purposes of God are now finalized by the fact that the nations will walk by the light of the Shekinah.

10. God’s ultimate intention in eternity past was to reveal Himself and share His eternal glory with moral creatures that reflect His essence.

11. Therefore, God created the angels with free will, who could choose to share in the glory of God and in the execution of His plan.

12. Following the fall of Satan and one-third of the angels, judgment was passed and the sentence was determined as to their future destiny.

13. From that situation, God created mankind, who was similarly provided free will and faced the choice of whether or not he would serve God.

14. Man’s fall and subsequent redemption through the cross of Christ provided the background by which God could display attributes of His essence and qualities of His character that might not have otherwise been visible.

15. If there had been no sin and no fall, there would not have been a need for God to display His righteous anger/wrath against sin or His grace toward those that fell.

16. The angelic conflict, which continued with the establishment of human history, provided the occasion by which God could reveal His essence and the nature of His perfect character.

17. Those that are positive recognize the wealth of God’s grace and will be the recipients of that grace for all eternity.  Eph. 2:7

18. Those that reject the grace of God in Christ will share in the eternal destiny of Satan and his angels, being consigned to the lake of fire forever.

19. The fact that the nations will walk by its light undoubtedly has both a physical and a spiritual application, since there will not only be the visible light of God’s essence, all will be ordered according to the light of Bible doctrine.

20. For the first time in history, all the redeemed of every age will conduct their lives completely according to the physical and spiritual light of God’s direction.

21. The light of God’s essence and viewpoint will direct each thought, word, and deed in the proper path of righteousness, peace, and love.

22. The mention here of nations and kings of those nations at least suggests that not everyone will make their residence in the New Jerusalem, which will encompass a 1400 mile cube.

23. If the new heaven (stellar space) and the new earth are modeled on the size of the current heaven and earth, there will be quite a lot of space on the planet given the fact that there is no sea.

24. Since the surface area of a sphere is expressed by the formula 4pr2 and the radius of the current earth is about 4000 miles, the surface area would be in excess of 200,000,000 square miles.

25. A square city of 1400 miles per side does not come close to filling the space that will be available, occupying only an area of 1,960,000 square miles.

26. The question arises here as to whether or not John is indicating that the nations and kings in view come into the city on a permanent basis, or if they simply visit the city from time to time as an act of homage and worship.

27. There is little doubt that the imagery is that of a military victory, in which the victor customarily displayed all the spoils of the defeated people.

28. Oswalt points out that Rome customarily displayed all the spoils of victory…the climax of the parade was the victor in his chariot, leading the highest living official, preferably the king, of the defeated army as his slave.  It is also reasonable to believe that Rome did not begin this practice.”
29. However, John changes this imagery of displaying the wealth of the conquered to them bringing their own glory into the city.

30. He has substituted the idea of military victory and plunder with that of conversion and worship by the use of the term glory.
31. Many have recognized that this indicates that there will be those who will have special places of honor and authority, like kings, as a part of their reward for their service on earth.

32. Further, those that have been blessed with such positions for eternity will recognize the grace of God and will willingly humble themselves in the glorious city.

33. Like the 24 elders, who cast their crowns before the throne, these will also recognize that their glory and honor comes from the Lord and return that glory and honor to Him in His eternal home.  Rev. 4:10

34. In that regard, we have noted that the intrinsic glory of God (the glory of His essence) is immutable and not subject to change; however, the extrinsic glory of God (that which others accord to Him) is increased as creatures glorify Him of their own volition.

35. The Omega will have more extrinsic glory than that Alpha, although the essence and intrinsic glory of God have not changed.

36. Verse 25 continues the allusion to Isaiah by paraphrasing 60:11 and is somewhat parenthetical, as the thought of the kings and nations will be continued in verse 26.

37. In an ancient city, the city gates were generally opened during the day and were closed at night to protect from any unwanted intruders.

38. However, here we are told that the gates will absolutely never ever be closed, emphasis being added by the use of the double negative ouv me. (ou me).

39. Given the fact that the glory of God will light the place, it is easily understood that there will be a state of perpetual light, perpetual daytime.

40. This is made quite clear by the explanatory clause that indicates that there will be no night there.
41. Night, which is the period when darkness rules, is a regular metaphor for sin and evil in the Word of God.  Jn. 11:10; Rom. 13:12; IThess. 5:5

42. Because of the perpetually opened gates, those nations outside the city can freely enter and bring their glory and honor into the city.

43. Aune has pointed out that glory and honor were used in the ancient world as a pair of terms to denote one’s fame and reputation; however, here they are more likely referring glory and honor as part of the worship they offer God.

44. The final verse of this chapter (which is almost an aside) describes those that will not be granted admittance into the sacred city.

45. In this chapter, we are only confronted with two types of people in the eternal state--overcomers/believers, and those that are described in negative terms/unbelievers.  Rev.21:7-8

46. These two groups are also described in terms of the Lamb’s book of life, which is the eternal record of the redeemed.  Rev. 20:15, 21:27

47. The Greek structure actually begins with the emphatic declaration that employs the double negative, which is the strongest way of saying that certain things and people will not be allowed in the city.

48. Two distinct categories (things and people) will not be granted admittance into the holy city.

49. The neuter singular of the Greek adjective koino,j (koinos—unclean) denotes that which is not consecrated, that which is common or ordinary, that which is opposite of something that is a[gioj (hagios—holy) or kaqaro,j (katharos—clean).

50. The term is linked with the adjective avka,qartoj (akathartos—unclean, defiled) in a couple of passages in the New Testament.  Acts 10:14,28, 11:8

51. That term has been used to describe two specific things in the book of Revelation, the demons and the doctrines of the great prostitute.  Rev. 16:13, 17:4

52. In one sense, the city will maintain its holy status because there will not be anyone or anything allowed into it that is not compliant with the righteousness of God Himself.

53. The text now moves to two types of people that will not have a part in the holy city; obviously, this list is not meant to be exhaustive.

54. The first type is the one who performs abomination, which denotes the type of activity that is hated or abhorred by God.; very often, this term is used of that which is connected with idolatry.

55. It was used to describe the Antichrist (Matt. 24:15) and the abominations of the great prostitute, which consist of the false doctrines promoted by her.  Rev. 17:4

56. The second specific type of person that will not be allowed is the one that utters lies, which should probably be understood in a religious sense here based on the two previous terms.

57. In a very real sense one’s theology determines what types of things they associate with and what types of activities they engage in.

58. In the eternal state, when all are oriented to the Divine viewpoint and lacking sin natures, everyone will be literally and spiritually walking in the light; no defiling activity will be possible.

59. The final portion of verse 27 clearly sets up a contrast between the types of things and people not allowed in the New Jerusalem and those that were recorded in the Lamb’s book of life.
60. Therefore, the types of things just mentioned are what God the Holy Spirit chose to emphasize about the practices of unbelievers, which would disqualify them from entrance into the city.

61. Some have attempted to place the descent of the New Jerusalem at the outset of the Millennium based on the fact that this speaks of a problem that cannot exist if we are in the eternal state.

62. However, as Pett has pointed out, the idea, of course, is that those who do such things are excluded in principle; they are not outside trying to sneak in, their exclusion was settled before.”
63. This is the second of three times in the final two chapters that believers and unbelievers are contrasted in their eternal destinies.  Rev. 21:7-8, 26-27, 22:14-15
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